Effects of bonellin on lipids.
A comparative study was conducted on the ability of bonellin, the green pigment of Bonellia viridis, and hematoporphyrin to induce photoperoxidation of lipids in solutions and in erythrocyte ghosts. The inhibiting effect of two free radical scavangers, acetyl-homocysteine-thiolactone and meclofenoxate, indicates that bonellin-induced lipid peroxidation involves free radical production. The relation between bonellin and defence mechanism of Bonellia viridis is discussed.